2. In Rev. 2:11; 20:14 it is called the second death, so we know that the experience of the wicked is not simply physical death, or the first death 3. Since physical death is a separation of body and spirit, it is reasonable to conclude that the second death is separation of one's soul from God 4. Explanation:
a. God supplies the physical world; we orient and stabilize our lives to the laws and facts of the universe around us. Take away indicators of reality, completely isolate a mind from its sensory organs and madness will ensue b. God supplies the laws and structures of human interaction; abandon those laws for a short time and pain, suffering, and chaos will follow c. God gives purpose for existence; take it away and life becomes meaningless and empty, and despair and immobility sets in d. Whether men believe and accept it or not, it is a fact that they depend on God's presence for their own continued existence 5. Now remove all of those things: the physical world by which we orient ourselves, rules of peaceable interaction, and any reason to go on living, and what do you have left? Nothing. a. Now add darkness, loneliness, terror, pain, and the knowledge that this condition will never end. What do you have? Hell. b. Now inform that lost soul that he will never again have the opportunity to ask for help from the only Being powerful enough to save him from the indescribable horror of his state, and what do you have? Eternal death. C. The eternal destiny is described as destruction
1. An everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord -2Thes. 1:9 2. Whose end is destruction -Phil 3:19 3. The concept of destruction does not demand annihilation a. It can just as easily describe the condition of existing in a state of total ruin. Pompeii was destroyed by a volcano, but it exists to this day as a sad ruin of its former state b. The sad state of a life in ruins in hell; a life that once held so much promise and enjoyed so many opportunities to go to heaven and to avoid hell, but chose to let ruin overtake it D. It is also described as everlasting punishment 1. The punishment for the wicked is as everlasting as the life given the righteous -Matt. 25:46 2. The wicked will be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord -2Thes. 1:9 E. It is spoken of as outer darkness 1. Matt. 25:30; 2Peter 2:17; Jude 13 F. Other descriptions include weeping and gnashing of teeth 1. Matt. 25:30, 24:51, 22:13 2. When such terms as these are used, it is difficult to accept any view that suggests the wicked will simply cease to exist at death, or be raised for judgment and then annihilated, a la JWs G. It is fire 1. The fires of Gehenna; 2. The lake of fire and sulfur 3. A fire that is never quenched -Mark 9:43-48 4. A fire of indignation that devours but does not consume -Heb. 10:26-27
Conclusion:
A. Since we are dealing with a non-physical realm, it is evident that some of these terms are not meant to literally describe the place, but to illustrate it 1. These are terms anyone can recognize which describe something we cannot possibly comprehend with the finite mind 2. It is a place of punishment reserved for those who do not know God and who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ -2Thes. 1:8-9 3. It is natural to revolt against or outright reject the Bible teaching on hell.
a. "How could a loving God send anyone there?!" b. What hubris! Judging God by your standard of love and fairness c. But you cannot dismiss hell without mocking the terrible nature of sin, or the holiness, wisdom, and justice of God
The Nature of Hell place of weeping and gnashing of teeth, indicating great torture, misery a. Matt. 8:12, 22:13 3. Hell is vengeance upon unbelievers, those disobedient to Gospel, suffering eternal destruction away from God and His power a. 2Thes. 1:8-9 4. Hell is the second death, a lake of fire and sulfur, a place of perpetual torment -Rev. 20:10, 14-15
